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"Anyone who tries to minimize the work of Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni speaks 
inappropriately and cannot be given credit. It is the facts that speak. And they say 
that whatever was started by previous governments, unfortunately, has always been 
just a beginning and never had an end. The truth is that President Meloni has spent 
impeccably on a diplomatic level.” 
  
He speaks exclusively to “Il Tempo” Joe Tacopina, Chico Forti's Italian-American 
lawyer and one of the main architects of the TV producer's return home.  
  
Tacopina, who knows all the secrets of the negotiations on Forti, are you 
saying that the merit of the agreement is exclusively of this government or also 
the result of the commitment of the previous executives? 
  
"I have always dealt with legal practices personally here in the United States and I 
have met several times with previous governments, including Luigi Di Maio. I do 
not want to criticize anyone, but Prime Minister Meloni's interest was fundamental. 
She had face-to-face meetings with politicians and that made a difference. With 
Governor Ron DeSantis, with President Joe Biden, she spent herself personally and 
communicated strongly and consistently, maintaining an impeccable diplomatic 
level." 
  
Do you believe that this success demonstrates a diplomatic force of the 
government at the international level? How is Italy seen by Washington? 
  
"Absolutely. The United States accepted the conditions of the transfer only because 
Italy had great power at the diplomatic, political level and above all a great 
international credibility. If Italy with Prime Minister Meloni had not had this 
credibility, surely the American government would not have signed, as has 
happened in the past, when Italy did not have this credibility.” 
  
But how, are you telling me that a premier like Mario Draghi had no strength 
internationally or that he has never spent enough? 
  



"We, on a legal level, are interested in having brought the result home. At the 
beginning the cards for the transfer were prepared jointly by my studio with the 
first government that was interested in it, but I have never spoken directly with 
Draghi, I have always interfaced with Di Maio. I do not want this to become a 
political battle, but the result and the acceleration has come thanks to President 
Meloni's extra gear. We got everything we wanted. And only with the current 
Italian government, not with the other precedents.” 
  
Let's get into the case. What was the problem that prevented the US from 
granting this transfer? 
  
"When I started dealing with the case, in 2014, we evaluated with Chico and his 
family the possibility of taking advantage of the Strasbourg Convention. But there 
are two fundamental facts to take into account. According to the treaty, the victim's 
family and the government must agree. This is crucial. The victim's family, in the 
person of Bradley Pike, Dale's brother, sent a letter asking the U.S. government to 
release Forti, convinced of Chico's innocence. The American government, after 
receiving diplomatic assurances from the Italian government that Forti would 
finish serving his sentence in Italy, accepted the transfer because it believes in this 
government. In addition, both the US and Italy know the facts concerning this case, 
they know the sentence of Chico's conviction. And they considered that he has 
already served 24 years of detention here in the United States, for conspiracy in 
murder and not because he was the material executor. In short, a series of pieces 
that put themselves in the right place in the final decision of his transfer.” 



 

 



 

 



 


