
“I have worked more than ten years for this day” 
The Italian-American lawyer is among the main architects of Chico 

Forti’s return to Italy and says: "We finally did it" 
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Chico Forti will soon return to Italy. Sentenced in 2000 to life imprisonment for the 
murder of Dale Pike, the former Italian sailor and producer, currently still locked up in a 
prison in Florida, has always professed his innocence. Today, after twenty-four years 
behind bars, the time has come to return home. 

The agreement reached between the Italian and American governments puts an end to 
an affair that lasted a quarter of a century. Among those most satisfied with his imminent 
move to Italy (it could happen as early as Easter) is the lawyer Joe Tacopina, who has 
been working for more than ten years to restore Chico Forti's freedom. 

“I am very happy that this day has finally arrived” the lawyer's words, “with his return to 
Italy we are putting an end to a horrible situation, because Chico Forti is innocent. He's 
not just not guilty, he's completely innocent. I have never had any doubt about this.” 

Tacopina, who was also the lawyer of former US President Donald Trump, strongly 
underlines how, from the beginning, he considered Chico Forti's guilt as a great, terrible, 
judicial error. “There was no evidence against him” he tells us on the phone from the 
United States. “Unfortunately many mistakes were made and Chico was forced to spend 
an important part of his life, more than twenty years, in prison”. 

Joe Tacopina, who in the past also defended the former head of the New York Police 
Department Bernard Kerik and the pop star Michael Jackson, underlines how long the 
journey was to bring Chico Forti back to Italy. “In many years we have had discussions 
with various American governments, with Barack Obama, with Donald Trump, now with 
Joe Biden. It was a great job, in which several Italian administrations also participated. A 
path that has led us up to these days, when Prime Minister Meloni managed to act 
decisively to reach the right conclusion to this story." 

“We are all really very happy”, concludes Tacopina, “especially for Chico's mother who is 
ninety-five years old, has not seen her son since 2008 and has been waiting for this 
announcement for too long. Mrs. Maria deserved to receive the news of Chico's return, I 
couldn't be happier to have been able to give it to her.” 
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