December 24, 2020
Tears on the phone: "Tell me it's true." After twenty years Chico Forti returns to Italy.
Italian foreign minister Luigi Di Maio has announced that Chico Forti will return to Italy.
Forti has spent 20 years in a maximum-security prison in Florida, with the prospect of dying
there along with the belief of being the victim of a sensational judicial error. Forti has always
denied killing Australian businessman Dale Pike, whose body was found on a beach in 1998.
His case has attracted considerable media attention in Italy.
The agreement was reached under the aegis of the 1983 Strasbourg Convention, which makes
it possible for convicts to serve their sentences in their country of origin.
After 21 years of fighting, Chico's requests have finally been accepted. It all happened because
in the United States a unique opportunity arose: public opinion has recognized that the
conviction is questionable, and the Trump administration has decided not to oppose.
Yesterday, Chico and his lawyer, Joe Tacopina had a brief but really intense conversation: "No,
Joe, tell me this is all true, Joe please."
"He thought I was joking, he kept saying: Joe, come on, tell me the truth. And then he burst out
crying, tears of joy, he couldn't stop." Tacopina has been his lawyer for ten years, "the transfer"
he says "comes from my battle to support his innocence with political and legal institutions and
media outlets. But I think one of the crucial elements has been the letter written in his own hand
by Bradley Pike, brother of the victim, in which he explains that he is convinced of the innocence
of Chico Forti and the need of release him."
With that letter, Tacopina called the governor of Florida and appeared on the 48 HOURS
episode entitled, "The Case Against Chico Forti: Is He the Italian Amanda Knox?" "That show
did a great job; the authors carried on an in-depth investigation and found proof supporting
Chico's innocence." And then there was the "amazing job of Ambassador Armando Varricchio."
Do you think that someone wanted to frame him? "No, but I think that at trial he had a really bad
lawyer. And the rest was done by the legal institutions who didn't take seriously his petitions. It
was a case of terrible justice, a real tragedy."
Di Maio worked hard with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and the negotiation was fast.
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