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LAW’S NEW ORDER

LEGAL-EAGLE HIGH FLYE

Hot new attorneys
making their mark

By MICHELLE GOTTHELF

INCE Johnnie Cochran and his “Dream Team”
pulled off a legal miracle for O.J. Simpson, trial
lawyers across the nation have become about as

newsworthy as their clients.
Nowhere is this truer than in
New York, the battleground for
some of the most celebrated mob,
murder and multimillion-dollar di-
vorce cases in the nation.
The ‘short list of trial Iawyens
here is the hottest in the coun
Need a divorce lawyer?
super self-promoter Rncml Felder,
who nﬁreeenled undies model Lu
orad in_her child-support
mse against Mick Ja%r
Faced with a rap? 'n?
Bruce Cutler and Jerry
who represented former Gambino
crlmefamuly boss John Gotti. They

personally res I‘m' his
:Iuhhln asr.he"[‘
And for anyone whoa had their

civil liberties violated, it appears
Ron Kuby's never met a terror sus-
e ‘tmur?etr:r or mob victim he
n't want to represent.
Baut it might just be time for the
h|gh profile big shots to step aside.
new generation of young legal
mﬁ!esmpmmd to edge them out.
Among them are defense attor-
neys R.eme C. Hill, 33, and Stacey
Richman, 34 — a former Los An-
geles entertainment attorney who
unm mpme.enmd Ivana Trump and

The)fn.\ already hot news in New
York ~criminal-justice circles and
have worked on numerous high-
profile cases, including those n-
mlw rap and hiphop artists Jay-

and Sh‘)1:le,.&‘tc .allql:d

ﬁmt :m’o]ved Sean “] Combs,
“These women are ‘“Dream
Team' of the future,” says Bronx

nm Mui Ricl}m:n {]lliubhed
“Don't- jurray” by his
clientele), r\ﬂm works closely wi
the women is also Stacey's fa-
ther. “There is nothing they can't
do together.”

But the women insist they're not
out to make millions or have their
ﬁmes sandblasted into natumal

SCIOUSTIESS, st want j
lv:e for their clients. They say
greatest * achievement as a wam
WaSs ('mneraung an innocent rape

2
fﬁr client, ‘a counselor for a
m%amumly u:i'ner. nl'_ns :E I:;\rf
a Bronx grand jury for the rape

a 16-year-old girl — but the duo
demanded a new grand jury be al-
lowed to hear the man testify in

CIVIL STAR: Dan Perez has
switched from criminal to civil
Iitigation. . NY. Post Sam Costanza

his own defense, a motion that was
eventually granted.

T turned out the suspect had

never been alone with the girl

and that she was known for
making up stories — especially
about sex.

“This was a case of a troubled
girl and we were able to assure
that a family man's life wasn't
ruined in the pmccss says Hill,
mother to a 5-year-old girl.
“When someone comes to us,
they're uttin their life in your
handﬂ ‘e're always conscious of

CL% a graduate of the Ben-
jamin N. Cardozo School of Law
in New York, has alw worked
with Barry Scheck and Peter
N(-ul'cld (both mmhers of Sll'l'li}
son's “dream team”) on the:r{
bono Innocence elp
free those wrnngly convicted.

“It’s really nice to be able to
make a difference; to assure that
an innocent person isn't victim-
ized by the system. That's what
it’s all about,” she says.

hen asked whether she and

her partner are concerned
they're representing :Ity cli-
ents, Richman says, “The bottom
line is that it's not our job to de-
termine their guilt or innocence.

We're there protect  their
rights.” *

Criminal _ attorney-turned-
civil litigator Dan Perez, 30, is a

hidden star who's close to part-
nership in Kuby's law firm.

The former Eagle Scout from
Mahwah, N.J., started his career
as a gofer for Kuby and Kuby's
late partner, William Kunstler.
After ﬁmduuting from the New
York University School of Law,
he was hired in 1995 as Kuby's
associate partner after Kunstl-
er's death, and has worked
T0-hour weeks ever since.

His first case was as trial at-
torney in the 1996 civil suit

against sub\\.ar gunman Bern-
I:nrd Goetz, fighting on behalf of
victim Darrel Cabey.

The result was a $43 million

TOUGH:

Loretta Lynch i
making her name as feder
bulldog. N.Y. Post file pho

says the victory was no les
sweet,

“It was incredibly exciting.
had friends in law school wh
spent their time sitting in law |
braries reading papers, writin

pers and pushing paper

very time we talked, the
wanted to know what T w
doing.

An enrhr learning assignme:
for the rising star was to act ¢
defense adviser to Long Islar

il Road gunman Colin Ferg

som.

“Ron and Bill thought it wou
be a good idea for metogetu
feet wet by ﬁ!‘ ing Colin
strategy,” says Perez, noting ll
killer was phnmng the firm thr
times a day to learn how to |
his own attorney.

“It wasn't easy. He came 1
with and said things that we
patently ridiculous. I was tal
g to the madman he sound
like at his trial.”

Through the years, Perez h
convinced Kuby to take on mc
civil litigation, now the benc
mark of the firm.

“It was a beautiful thing
watch,” says Kuby, Perez's me
tor, “When he started here,
had a visceral hatred of injust
and now he's a brilliant civ
rights attorney. He's definit
one to watch.”

DISCREET: Peter Cane
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MAVERICK: Joe Tacopina is
1 lone operator and popular
0p attorney. Y. Post Joay Nawtickd

B Interim Brooklyn U.S. Attor-
ney Loretta E. Lynch, 41, is
her name known
throughout New York as a fed-
aral bulldog

She was recontly nominated to
.V:ﬁlace Zachary Carter.

er office is said to be close to
iling suit to force the NYPD to
ave an outside monitor. In 1997
she was sarl of the team that
srosecuted the four police offi-
sera involved in the 1997 Abner
Lowima sodomy and torture
ase.

HE was ala(I cwelrlitedndmt;h

getting a guilty plea ai 2
J conviction o Michael
han‘fn, a physician who con-
essed to  the lethal-injection
nurders of three patients and
‘he d.rugg'm of two others at the

DYNAMIC DUO: Renee Hill (left) and Stacey Richman have

worked on many high-profile cases.

just 25 years old. .

But now he has shifted gears,
opting to on more civil liti-
gation, such as the recent 55
million I-h

North ‘éterans Ad

don nupltal on Long Isl.und
HEVEN years ago.

“Loretta Lynch is smart End
sresents a really tough case”
wmys Kris Fischer, executive ed-
tor of the New York Law Jour-
aal. “She was excellent in her
wndling of the Louima case.
Jur reporter thought she was
eall ﬂecm the hall,”

fense attorney Joe Taco-

sina, 34, has made his mark as a
ns\-encf‘ in a city of powerhouse
irms.

The father of four, with an-
ather child on the way, is a popu-
ar cop attorney. He's best
wmown for his work as the de-
ense attorney for Louima e
lhomas Wiese and his acquitta
an civil-ri hta charges

The ley gle reﬂentla(helped

m a d.ca
reed on bail pending an ap-
Peal on a conspiracy conviction,

“}L’hn w:a a  substantial
achievement,” ina sa;
‘I'm very happy nboeluarthat et
He also represented Detective
Anthony Vasquez when he was
¢eared in the shooting death of
anarmed black security guard
Patrick Dorismond.

Throughout his career, Taco-
;‘na has gone from being a dis-

ct attorney and homicide pros-
wntar to the defense lawyer for
such notables as John Gotti,
head of the Gambino erime fam-
dy until hizs conviction in the
wrly 90s — when Taconina was

suit he won against the city for a
leshian cop who was taunted
her Bronx eolleagues for “marry-
n'i another female cop.

copina is also the director of
the New York State Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers
and spends a lot of his time lec-
turing New York doctors on pros-
ecution and audits for ieaid
and Medicare abuse.

And if that's not enough, he
also pops up on TV. When he has
the time, he acts as a legal anal-
yst for CNBC, the “Geraldo Riv-
er]:o show, g N nr;:oll_'ox He's
a an_ adjunct essor at
Cardozo Law School.

“I think Joe Tacopina is ;mng
to emerge as a legal giant,” Riv-
era says of his friend and col-

lea, “He's everything it
tnk%usel.o be a gl.::nﬁc Ta ng
he's charismatic, he's loyal and
most important, 'he’s a lion when
it comes to fighting for his chi-
ents,”

W Peter Cane, 42, is known in
legal circles as hard-line, no-joke
and all business. Il you're a ce-
lebrity obsessed with privacy, it's
likely you'll know his name.

Consummately discreet about
his cases, the “avoid the media”
media _attorney works on any-
thing from celebrity business to
personal disputes to represent-
ing media companies. But you
won't find him chatting about
his clients at cocktail parties,

“I've never admired lawvers

MNY. Post: Tamara Bechwith

who don't practice discretion,”
Cane says. “The cases [ work on
are delicate and I would feel
very - uncomfortable - talking
about them to anyone. I thin
that's why people hire me. I'm
out to protect their anonymity.”

Cane left the comfort of power-
house firm Davis, Polk and
Wardwell 544 years ago to start
his own firm.

“It  wasn't constitutionally
suited for me,” says the former
reporter for CBS and WWOR-
TV/Channel 9. “I feel more com-
fortable representing the Davids
rather than the Goliaths.”

Cane says the shift from being
part of a big firm to becoming his
own boss has allowed him to
focuzs on the legitimacy of the
cases, rather than whether
they'll be major breadwinners.

I turned down 4he largest re-
tainer I was ever offered because
the guy didn't have a case,” Cane
says, "I can do that now. It's a
pleasure.”



